A Note on Birds seen at Manvell’g Hill, Perak, 
April 1 J 50 and February 1951/ 
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Elims SEEN AT MAXWELL'S HILL 


wzj 1 l uiJ]kl 011 a small bank: in this case the sitting bird ML so 
i Illicitly that it was not possible x rn recognise the species, hut it 
'.hits dearly une of the Babblers, In February 1951 one nest In 
course of const me Lion was found (see No. 397). It should be 
added that no special efforts were made to look for nests, 

The mixed bird associations, so characteristic of hill jungles, 
\vere not, much in evidence. Except for a fairly large duck seen 
on the path to the Cottage mi 5 February, and possibly the same 
one not far from Lite same place on 6 February, I95l t those that 
i did see were usually composed of very few species, with rela¬ 
tively lew individuals of each, A high proportion of the birds in 
Luom in 1950 were immature, and In many cases they were 
apparently family parties. The flocks seemed to be in process of 
reforming after the breeding season. 

The majority of observations were made along the ridge 
from Speedy's Cap to the Box and on to the New Clearing, and 
down short tracks cm either size of this, i\g, from altitudes of 
ntmit! 3,750 to over '1,000 feet. Unless, otherwise stated this is 
sAi.' area to which the following notes refer. Oil the morning of 
April, 1950 and again un ft February, 1951 a wall; was taken 
up the path towards the Cottage and on to the summit of Gunong 
Hijau at -1750 feel 

71. Spilorms chcela bassus (Forst,). Serpent Eagle, 

One was seen in 1950 near Treacher’s at about 3,750 feet 
altitude. It was also heard calling several times in the same area. 
In 1051 one or both birds of a pair were observed circling over 
the hill slopes around the New Clearing on several occasions, 
and one bird was seen hi the evening of -I February in low trees 
on Lire edge of the clearing at just over d,G0Q feet. This was the 
only species of hawk observed on these visits. 

171. I >ueu 1 a ha d i a ha din (Ra ill u s). Mou nta i n l m pc Ha l 1 J i geon. 

The so-called booming, or low oo(ju) calls* of this species 
were heard in 1951, notably on 5 February on the path to the 
Cottage. The booming may be correlated with the breeding 
season which apparently ends early in the year, and this might 
account for my not hearing it in April 1 have heard it, however, 
finite frequently in August on Fraser's JTill, 

173. Macropygia ruJiceps malaynna Clias. & Floss, 

Little Cuckoo-Dove. 

5 observed. 


Mus. 24, 1U52. 
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E. H* BKOM LEV 


l£Sb* (.’uculus .sparviu mides hueki (Wurdl. Hums.), 

Large ! tawk-Cuckoo, 

On 1 February, 1951, I heard distinctly live calls he' a cuckoo 
that is quite common on Fraser’s (tilt, :U least from August 
through the winter months- I have discussed its identity, in titt. T 
with Mr, Gibson-IIHI (ibMH Dd), ami concluded that 'it is pro¬ 
bably the above species. The calls were also heard unru, rather 
indistinctly bid I think will) reasonable certainty, in April 1350, 

218, Ulaucidium brothel brudiei (Burton). Pygmy Owlet. 

I have been told by a competent observer Dial a call, toop 
ttintfltip ttmiK winch is very familiar ai hill stations, where it 
may hu heard at an;. Liini: ul' the day, is utLured M members of 
this species. Deignnn UD-15: 178) confirms this statement. 1 
noted the call in most of the lucaHlius that I visiled, un at least 
o-IO occasions, but l was not able to verify the identification. 

232. Collocalia .sp. (probably inittuniwifu Hume). 

(Hume's) Swiftlet. 

A Colhctt-fiu species was present in varying mind vr$ during 
the whole period of my 11)31 visit, it seemed Lo bu must numerous 
around the Box and Lhc New Clearing where small or large 
hocks, sometimes of up to lor. or more birds, could be seen at 
almost any time of tin- day circling quite low above the gardens 
and cleared area. I was ti ■■ aide to d sc over just how the fluctua¬ 
tions in numbers was correlated with the weather, as 1 presume 
it must have been. Even when the hill laps were shrouded in the 
mist of tow clouds, a few of these birds could usually be observed 
dying round* 

The birds often repealed a fast, hard or clicking tfrk. 

The intensity of the call seemed to be roughly in proportion fti 
the number of birds present* When a large flock was about, the 
air was filled with these Licking sounds, and one sensed an 
undercurrent of excitement. Very occasionally a faint, but hard- 
sounding, (i/irr-r-r was hoard. 

From the evidence of Chascii (1933: lib d scqO and 
Cibson-TIill (ID-ID: HID) C. iiinotnimUit would appear lo be the 
species most likely to be met with in (In mountains, and the 
general description agreed with that species, via. a bird of 
rather sooty or smoky brown plumage, slightly paler on the 
under parts, certainty under the wings, and with a noticeably 
forked tail, us much us a half inch deep in many individuals. 
The birds looked a little more robust than the Crey-rumpecl 
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TURPS tflUKN AT MAXWHLL'M lllLL 


Bwiftlcts Lh:iL one sera about certain buildings in Singapore ami 
Kuala Lumpur. In the field the pale rump seemed to bo a limit fis 
■■ onspicumis as in that species and fljij luar^tE distinctly whitish. 

235, Ci illocalb i e.scuI e n La rya nop I i hi 01 jo rh. 

W Eli tel I oil ied S w j j' L) c t. 

Quo or two were soon at the Tea Gardens at a little over 
J.tmu feet, hi lho" a few loss definitely identified Cat font liu near 
Maxwell Bungalow al about 3,25b foot, and eiseivhei r G t were 
probably this species* I have no note of it in Ifi-M. I have cer¬ 
tainly recorded it her" on past visits. 

i have the impression that this species is not as common cm 
these hills as it vised to be* Perhaps this scarcity only refers tn 
The early months of the yt<:u\ chiving which period il seems to he 
finite numerous and apparently lim-ding in the comparatively 
near lowlands around Ipoh, This may indicate a seasonal change 
r»f habiluL It won Id be interesting to compare its present status 
■a Fraser's Hill, whero d used 1o he aiininon in -lanuary and 
August 10-37 ami 1 EhJsf 

237. Hirunrhaiius gigimlen (Tcivmi.) subsp. Spine tail Swift. 

A Spinetail Swift was seen d ’cling near tlie Box aL 11 u.m. 
cm 211 April* 1051b In mi this species was aeon almost daily 
■iriding over Hie ridge and hill summits, including two birds al 
noon i>n 7 February id Llie Box and one Hying round the top of 
i lunong Milan at 1 p.m. on d February. 

240. A pus siEHnis sulj fu real us (Flyl.h). 1 louse-Swift, 

Very common near all the bungalows; 5 vsLlmulc iiOfi seen: 
probably breeding here, as il certainly does at the hit! stations 
in the main range. 

212. Ilcmipniene longlpennis hartcrli S;n>. 

Crested 7' roe- Sw i ft. 

At least one pair observed aboul a large tree near the Box* 
Judging by the excited calls and circling flights. 1 imagine the. 
birds were breeding there. 

271. Ancurhimis gidefitus enrinolns (Blyth), 

Bushy crus Led f Iornbilh 

Quite eommon; probably about Ad seen or heard. In 15)51 1 
met a party of about in birds on the- path to the Cottage on o 
and 6 February, and another of about 5 birds on the slopes of 
t- f Hiiivn at. J.300 feet. Other groups were glimpsed or heard 




c 
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\K\W the Box am] down the valleys bclow ihc ridge, 111 195(1 the 
oirds were not seen, bn( heard further down the valleys north of 
Speedy's Cap at altitudes considered to lie between abend 3,000 
and S.5W feet; t&ditnumbers cnulcl not be estimated. but. judging 
i mtu the calls, they were just ils common. 

This is a talkative, indeed nuisy, species, raLhor like th.e 
Ihi’d Ho rub ills in its [locking habits niLil high-pitchi-l, cackling 
cults. The laLler suggest 1.1 ic presence of immature birds, and 
undoubtedly some sub-adults wove present but whelhcr these 
calls are indeed uLtcred by immature birds, or are a general call 
"l the species, i cannot say, Some of (lie (locks are rather big to 
be simple family parties. Ink may be un association of two or 
more families, 

Ei. 1 .' calls may be analysed us follows. The commonest, or 
certainty the most insistent anil [tend rat mg, is a querulous, 

high-pi Let led kirtvr, .. welt described by Butler (Ihjhinson, 

1928; sift) as a curious shrill cry, kept up at intervals, rchrnius- 
'■rui "■ bn? chorus raised In a litter nf hungry puj phis. There 
is jlIbo a more hen-like 1 cackle At, At. .. , The com mom r type 
<if Horn bill end is represented by a fast, fairly high A'fVJrjA%. . ,. 
(much like the sound in croc.kd y tad. the r almosL si! tiU , Finally 
I noted a suil whistle or ;l more "Mended r rttynotian, 

.very like the Piuknecked Green Pigeon's song. 

27;F Accro.s undulatus undulatus (Shaw). Wreathed llornbilL 

One bird was seen un the morning of b February, 1951, on 
the path Lo the Cottage n lELLie above fed, [tying through 

the ®mc group of trees where the Bush ye rested birds were. ! 
cannot say whether ihc assnduLirm was more than accidental, 

278, Buceros rhinoceros rhinoceros (Finn.). 

Rhinoceros Hornbilh 

A Rhinoceros Hornbill was so- n ?lL about 2 r 5ou foot, a IjLtlc 
above the Tea Gardens, on ;?» April* 195(1. Besides the high- 
pitched calls H the Bushyerested Ilornhilis (iter Nb. 27l) heard 
down (lie valleys, there wci e nn several occasions the deeper 
croaks more characteristic of this quite. common species, Which 
was almost certain]y present there. 

28F L'silopogon pyrnluphus (S. Mull.), Fire!Lifted Barbel, 

Tibs species was seen two or three times in February lOdl, 
on! no; in April 10 tm l It is usually ciunnum hud iblrusivc at 
Frasers Mill and Cameron Highlands. 
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RlttDJs SEEN AT MAXVEU-'S HILL 


287. Megalaima onrti norti ($.. Mull.). iUtiller's Barbel. 

Quite common, as at other hill stations; (a or more seen or 
heat'd in April 1950, including one nr Urn well ui■ the slopes of 
i. hnicmg llijan, The behaviour el two birds seen in a largo tree 
below Hugh Low 1 5 sllggesled the presence of a ilosL. In February 
11151 the valleys rang with its ftttftpiwftrjfojt calls, anti it would 
.sppertr to he much commoner than Liu 1959 numbers inti Eerie. 
Tlio greater vocifertmsness is probably linked villi Lite breeding 
season. 

Llkl. Cal[>rhani|jhiiK fuliginosus liayii t.J. ]■], Bray). 

Brown Barbel. 

I had good views ol' bvu nr three birds seen on the mornings 
sT G and 7 February, 1051, in an almost bare tree just below the 
crest oi : Speedy's Hap* Tins record confirms a less certain one 
for the evening of 20 April, 1950, wheh 1 heard tile characteristic, 

lliin s (}/)iv . calls of this species, and glimpsed a bird, loo 

far off for positive blent Ideation, in a jungle glade on the north 
slope below the Nest elL about 5,790 fuel. 

29-1. Sasin abnormis ahnonuis (Tenm). Unions PicUlet. 

On the morning of (5 February, 1951, I watched a Hufous 
Piculct at close range for some lime just inside the jungle by 
the path to the Cottage 1 at about -1,209 Feel. It; perched mainly 
on the taller ginger stums, at which J saw i! pecking. Il appeared 
to bo associated, perhaps loosely, with a fairly large mixed bird 
Hock. The presence of wood peckers in such associations is not 
unusual (see No. bill bnbw) + 

201, Pints ehlorolophus rodgeri (Hart. & nutter). 

Lesser Ye 11 owe taped Wuodpccher. 

TIifs species was seen and identified clearly in 1951 ; its calls 
had been heard in April 1950. The 1951 bird was seen by the 
path, to the Cottage at about 4,20(1 Feet at mum <m 5 k ebnuuy. 
|1 was surrounded ,n the time by a fairly larg< mixed bir I IW'k. 
H is hv no tncana unusual to bud this species hi sutT a mixecs 
unsocialhui, ns I have observed on Frasers Htll and Lameion 
Highlands (see also No, 29-1 above}- 

225. Piltg CcVcni lea cite mica (RatTl.). Brian t Pitta. 

Calls, rhmttffiwifk. wen 1 heard several limes during the 
evening Of 29 April in t.hc valley .on the north side of Hugh 
Bow’s, at a little below 2,750 feet. These were the callsjlud I 
lu:ard uttered by birds, identified with reasonable certainty as 
tiiant Pittas, on Fraser's Hill in August 19) IS. Similar calls 

Mus. zi, Li)n 2 . [ 205 ] 
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.L !> ,, y lh " ln ll1 '-- Collage 

ft ttu 4,390 fepfc We ;ts recorded as k«kmnk; il is just m) ssiMe 
(Hat tins was a ililTei-eiit species. I ,lc 

: ’ 81- ^ h ‘ V ' dw " UT]> ™ tiasypus Bp. Japanese I louse-Martin. 

f-.immt TiKmCr’ ' ,m ?* “ e,! drcli,, K (he summit of 

" a n , : m ''' "Tt,. T ° '“V *rrival al 

h , " V A jin I; rhr white rumps were cinisnk'unus; ■ i n 1 1 

the identification wnw u nqnestiotidbIc " 

S3S - lril ' llndn «"«“** Scop. Easier,, Swallow 

*■* . . wMmm 

M3. Hirundo to Utica ahlmtli (Oho,-I,..). ilesidcnt Swallow 

Very cum mini (I ostinuilcfl al least KIP, pour all II n, up.-, lows: 

liiceding. riiejo were nisi, at least ..nr „>• ,, ,. T ,,„ 

Gardens, altitude about 2,1 no 

HlltinctfJ datiricn hatha (Cass,). Cliff-Swallow, 

circling u'itli Eicsidtml: Swallows and the -aw\\^ iwir Max- 

Wit I’^'T' f!lti , Ul<k ' reel, al ,2.:io pm “a 

-l] Ml l.JoP. a MinrJar mindier n-oiv seen Dying ahoui lJu ridge 
: Nest on Uit' morning of 7 tVInum-y, JS»r>l. 

Come in a mivrichoIEandiao 3:irntiinnis (Sluirpn), 

W1 1 i te veil ted C uc k oo-5b 11 ke. 

[ hoard what sounded like Hie xhri-hl? nf this s nodes 
Iillnreil very lirrclly. at nl,out 11.30 a.m. „„ 29 April near Hindi 

aiws. anil again ,m M April, uol far fi-Pin the ..,r ennoni: 

i.inUi, J . ii.'I lew I hrfiivl il iuk'u or lwtee also in Kebruary 1951, 
^ moi '' doubtfully. Tilts was the only evidence* nf this 

usually obtrusive species, which l had found quite eummou on 
previous visits 


:'n. rciicrotoEus sol;um montamis SiilvaiL Mountain MiniveL 

I did tty observe this spoeles. which Sr usual tv conspicuous 
at other lull stations. 

^ DfcnmiS aenrus mnlayonsis (lilyLh)- Ehm^d Vrongo. 
Nut observed in Ifi.'n or 1951. This bird is so mmnionlv md 
evcn Minifies on the other lull stations that [ 

consider its absence on Mnxwdi's PTHI worthv of hole. 
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BIRDS 8GKN AT MAXmi'ii HILL 


319, Uissemums rcmiftr p fra ecus is (Baker) £ 

lesser RacqueUnilcd Drongo, 

il or more in diETereut local dies, including one not li\f I'nmi 
the top ut (nmung Mijnu with incomplete racquets, Usually noted 
in association with (locks uf mixed species, tor which it seems to 
act as seiHineL 

354. Oriolus crucnUis malayaniES Hub, & Kloss. 

Elack-aiui-Crimson Or itilc. 

One doubtfully heard, ! 

363* Mekinochlora sidianen Havocs ndata (Lafr,)* 

Sultan-Ti L 

A lew birds, it or lew, were seen in the Lops of trees down 
the hillside north of Hugh how's, n litLSc bt=km U.TuU Icot, on the 
evening uf 'JH A priL 

381. rom a tor hi mis hypo! run is wrays Sharpe. 

Largo Scimitar-Eal ibler. 

The bubbling or hooting calls of Scimitard.kibblers were 
heard quilt' a mmihoj of times in various pi a res in 19 ad Mil 
specific identification was aol certain at the. Lime, A Syimdar- 
Babbier was seen at noon cm 6 February, l Mol nut far (rtnn Urn 
top ot' dkmong Hijau above I, Sim feet: it proved to be tins 

species. It uttered a soft cackle lr-y~t m "k\tL~-uh~ .: :i ■siniiiru 

warning note had been heard on ihu path Ln the i otLagu at about 
4,060 feet rm the moraines of 5, and 6 I-vbmary but no bird was 
seen. The hooting rails heard in t#50 were rfpiihitoitly identical 
with tlu! typical calls that I have noted for this species at Fraser's 
I-IilJ and Cameron Highlands. 

IL is just possible, however, that some of '.lie rails may have 
been ottered by the Cheatuutbacked species, R wmi ttnm* nrr 
denfidiN (Rob. & Kloas), which L found breeding near Lhe 1 'oltago 
in June 1988 (Bromley, 1011: Ml), though I have no recollection 
of the calls of Lhe la tier species, 

385. Tm dimis b rev tea u da I ns lemnisUclus (Sharpe), 

Streaked Wrtm Babbler. 

:7 or more along the path to the Cottage. 

3, Msirlot, thin journal, says that ho only saw tins bird twice 'biriny a 
visit to VVelsm-'^ Mill of nearly three weeks tn March, 195J 
record it as not uacutnmon there. Possibly it withdrawn um' the mou 
wooded areas during the breeding seasem. 
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K, It. UROMLEY 

: ^ 7 - Bnoepygu pusillu liMi'icj'li & Kbss. 

Cygmy Wtun Babbler. 
Ill from Speedy’s Cap to t], L - slopes of Guiinne Hijan. Not 
SiTfii, but tin, iinniislatiiilile calls, „hr(„)/nm-. 'heard often. 
Smythies (I tbit); 6;ih) has an excellent note on thfe; his record 
agrees very closely with my nwn experience^ 

Sljicliyns mg ri ceps dmvisnni Sharpe. 

< rreythroated Tree Babbles 

at .least, in family parties, sometimes attached to mixed 
Umi associations: a number nf immature birds .were^en attend- 
'■d hy adults. ) if i not remember seeing this species in inr>1. 

rftachyris dirysaea ehrysnps ItEclim. 

( loldenheaded Babbler* 

Common (-ifl nr more), including birds sen. the slopes 

d tbmong Hijau, almost to the top. FVacLienllv always found in 
mixed bird association a: as far ns 1 could judge n proportion of 
tne nrds were immature* A Her AtriptH tnpafnnin prmccnsi.s 
Sharps 1his species formiul the commonest component nf the bird 
flocks seen on these visits. 

On (lie morning of fi Cebrunry, 1-051 a pair of these birds 
was soon building a nest cm Uio way Er> the Cottage at about 4,000 
il ;'" ^ r “'- nosl \\ as 4 m , feet from Liu: ground in a sparse tangle 
fd long bracken-[ike stems hanging above tile side of the path 
and easily visible from \L Technically one amid call il a domed 
jjcsI, but r was nion like a small Lnnnd dosed at one end some- 
tvhat in tlic shape of a lioriy.tmlal ice-cream com;, tin: opening 
fai mg ilirj path, fr was made r>! broad grass lifades or drv 
ion leaves. and had not yd been lined, fin? lowland Yellow- 
breasted Jit Babble]', MticiwtttH p, (Horsf.) builds a 

similar nest* 

ZW- Ebtn'cchn mi trains major (Bob, & KIosj). 

Chcstmitcapped Babbling-Thrush, 
}0 ' some observed on the path to and beyond the Cottage. 

AiO, fiEirmlax erylhroccphnlus peninsula: (Sharpe). 

Redheaded Laughing Thrush. 

The only evidence of this species was the hearing of a sofL 

/w-r-rm, which is its warning note, nL m.on 5 Ldp-nury. 11)51, 

a1 about l.h'd fed. by the path (u the Cottage,- 
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Id] r fadotbns- argenUiiHw luhaneusis (Von). 

Silvereared Mcsia* 

In April Ifl“> 1 1- only mu himH ^rroU]i, nhmtl tj Jlir-rls. iinln-l. 
Not nearly as obvious as usual uL hill stations; perhaps breeding, 
iii Feruary Iflol corm inner. perhaps bn altogether; one dock of 
.lhnut 10 birds on (he way In 11tu CnlLago, 

103. Pit vii (h i us e vy t Eii optv r us tV trila tus (Tick.). 

\ dcK'ki rowind SIirike-1lalddel'* 
At least one bin! was noun at noon nil f> Febniaryy 19,51, at 
about 1,250 feet in tree Lops by the path Ut the Cottage in a 
largu mixed bird Hod*. -J Ljdging by Ih ' way il was calling 1 pre¬ 
sume that more Ilian one were present. 

I f )a. Aldpjsr atstani?icep.s sorsn' f Sharpe). 

Chestnut headed Nun Thrush. 

I did unt observe this spodes: ] found it lint uncommon on 
Fraser's Hill in Augnd ]pjl f (nil 1 have not seen :■ on any oLhcr 
occasion. 

hkk Alrippe nipalcnsis piwutwlists Sharpe. 

Mountain Nun Thrush. 

tillitts 1 ho commonest hill =jpede + s; prubably SiOtl observed, 
including many immature birds; scon nearly to Use top \rf Gu- 
itmig Hi jau and in almost every area visited. 

I' U. Siva cyaiuiurnplera sordidinr Sharpe. I )} newiaged Siva. 

do, ('airly cm. on along the plft from Speedy \s Gap to the 

Cottage am! almost tu the Lop of Cuming Hijau: it was not 
nljRtiVvrd in oilier areas, possibly because thev wore Loo low fi. r 

it. 

112. Helorupliadn pieauidew wiayi (O. Grant). 

LtoigLailed Nibia. 

Arj/ observed in lObd; yet this is almost the commonest 
ypedes on some other hill stations, certainly a I Fraser’s HilL 

ML). Chlpropnis hardwickii m a lay a no [bdi. £ KtosS. 

Ora ii gebellied I.eaC[■>i n I. 

Noted several Limes in 1950, more or less in the same area 
nrar Speedy's Gap; possibly the same b rd each lime, .7 W noted 
in 1951 near Box and along the path to the Cottage, including ;i 
group of I or X birds, probably a family pally, uL about 1,200 
feet. 


Mr*. gg 111->2. 
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TJiis species is one oj the most accomplished mimics in 
Malaya. A bii'd at the Box gave almost perfect imitations of Ashy 
and. Mountain Streaked Enlbuls, the Crested Tree-Swift and 
Resident Swat low; those on the way to the Collage mimicked 
inulc and Streaked Spktor-II outers, the Bluewingccl Siva and, 
PPO e cn t Ey, tiie (r rec s 3 ilfigp in r Kit fit- e/i hie vitfthixQui 
{t mil), Mo. o5(i; all but the last were birds a dually observed 
in either vicinity. On tins evidence it scorns not unlikely that 
the exception also occurs here. 1 

■123. rycnonoLus utrkeps atricvprf (Temnu). 

iilackhended l.htlbul. 

E saw one bird, at just over ."..7”?n feel, which I felt sure 
was of this speejes; 1 could see no sign of a crest, 1'ur winch I 
kokeil carefully. The iris appeared to be while, as its "pale ohijia- 
■ : - colour usually does in the (idcL The bir 1 seas seem rat the 
edge ol the cleared area about Hugh Low's, in the same small 
(roe as a pair of the very similar, hut crested, Pyv.uannh^ df^par 
wheihi DeEgnan. However, 1 am not absolutely ccmvmcufl of the 
identification and feel that further confirmation is necessary 
before the occurrence of tins species here is taken for granted, 

-ILL Pvcnoiiohzs dispar cacctlii Deign an, 

B lac kc res ted Yellow Bulbul. 

Common; to pairs or more on the edges of cleared areas or 
in scrub about the gardens along the ridge, 

J 131. Bye norm I UK guiavier person a l us (Ilume). 

Ye l lo w veil ted B u I h til. 

One pair in LEig scrubby area adjacent to the box in April 
ll ] eO: 2 or 3 pairs in Kcbrnary 1 ho l, 

l ; 13, iVlicrosceiis model hmrlii pemcensts (linrL & EJm].;. 

Mountain Streaked Bulbul, 

-* i m' more; the birds wort; generally observed in pairs, as is 
usual with this species. 

'■ I could iidil in Iiiis list rccciT'.ls frum other hill stations of more 
snccio- mimicltud; r. r g r Lou^Uiilod Sibin, muekbrcasti.'d Sunbird U have 
Been one of the latter app^jxmtly fcdreti in by the imitation ahd come close 
1 l I. n 1 in vos tigato) T re u - S fj:i rrtnv i co n lino 11 a l Tan a h 11 ; l 1 <l ; nvrr 1 h ;■ i r qu a r- 
rc.Hin_■ notes were mimicked), 0 n-1 w hiajiermg chnLtiT just lik- the tiny 
llinmu of song uttered by the TJrmvn flycatcher anti related ispvcies, This 
list is !iut CojupluLe, 




FtTKT>S FEEN \T MAXWELL'S HILL 

I fm iVJicrofjColis HavaUis cinereus (Blyth). Ashy r!nil jtiI. 

On two occasions, ! and 7 February, Ulbl, a pair nr' birds 
°f Biis species. very likely the same each time* was seen m the 
scrub near the Bos, 

: IK Rmehypteryx leucophris wrayi 0 .-Grant. 

Lesser Short wing. 

10 or more, all near Lire path to the Cottage and on tu with¬ 
in a few chains of the summit of Gimong Hijau, at a bom J.Thh 
feet. 

Ia0, Co psyehuH sail laris in usicus [RaltU-K Magpie Kobin, 

1 did nut ohseiwe this species here. It is certainly common 
■tl Fraser's III]] and at Cameron's Highlands. 

t-Vh I'hsicuE'us riiieapillns iTemmJ GhesltiLLtbucked FoJ'kUiil- 

One bird was seen on 7 February, l£)al, not far from the 
■■vali'i■fall above the Tea Gardens at about 2,5iKi I'eet. The species 
is not uncommon at the foot of these hills. 

173. ['hylt(]>io|uis Irivjrgalus parvircstiis Sires. 

Gmin Flycatcher-Warbleia 

One or two olieserved in a. mixed hr id llock nut lar from 
he top of Gunong Hijnti un hd April, 195U. 

hd). Orl hnl minis eucullu tus riiiercicoliis (Sharpe). 

A shy imped Ta i I or- E E rri, 

Common; Ui or more, mostly above 3,75fl feet, from 
Speedy's Gap almost to Llie fop of Gmiong- Hijau. Often loosely 
.issue;.Lied wiih mixed bird flocks, amongst which immature birds 
were .seem Isolated paired birds were in some cases preoccupied 
with breeding. One bird of a pair seen on the .slopes of Gnnong 
llij'au had food in its I .ill runb with its companion, acted as 
though a neat were near, 

IK] a* Orlholomus at regular is atrogularis Tenmu 

Black necked 'I ail. -r-tjjril. 

Fairly common: JO, mostly in scrub nr the jungle edge near 
■ 1 cared areas. At least (wo I’atnilv parties wmv observed In one 
'-f these, a family ol four, I tie yuimg birds were very ct ufitli :g 
and "immature” in their behaviour, approaching almost to with 
in a yard of me. 


Mus. 2-1, 
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■l N -- Oi'th-ntmnus atLturisq^ maculieullis Moore. 

Longta i led Tailo r-E i r d. 
' ' [f mmon ; over JOi one or more pairs in the scrub and cleared 
ureas around each of the bungalows or ou the mure open sections 
ut paths along and below tin- ridge. 

■f8o. Rlupidura Eillucotlis utrata Sulvad. 

Mouutain Fantail-Flyoitcher. 
usually individuals attached to mixed hird flocks. 

(. ulicicapa ccylunensLs caltiehrysua Qberh. 

G rayI icj uled FI yea tc 1 1 e r. 
One pair seen at about 3,700 feet, by Speedy's Gap otl 38 
Aj.ril, and possibly one or two other birds near them on lIn: fol¬ 
lowing two days. 

I’-l- Muscicapsi grand is dccipiicns {.SatvadJ. Kiltava. 

One family,, parents ami one very yon tig bird with conspicu- 
uiis yellowish gape swellings, on 1 he s [opus of (Among Hijau on 
pO April, 1&$0: mine in 1951. It {3 strange that no others of this 
very common hi I species were observed: it has been plentiful 
here on previous visits.* 

50$, MuscSeupa melanoktiea wesh-rniamh (Sharpe). 

Utile I bed Flycatcher. 
One. in April 1950, apparently loosely associated with a 
mixed bird Mock. 

aOd, Anlhipcs sol Aar is malayana (Sharpe)- 

Wliitcthroated Flycatcher, 
all noted along the path towards I hr Callage and or 
n- .u ly as far as the L 1 ^|? of Cunong Hijau, 

515a. Terpsiphonc pa ratlin a Hi ids (Elyth). 

Uesiti cn t Fa rat 1 ise Flycatcher. 
An example in tho female plumage pattern r possibly the 
same bird, was seen on two occasions on tho evening of April 
in jungle glades on the north slope below Hugh Low's, altitude 
about 3,700 feet. 

filrt. Motacilla cincrea mclanopc (F;d!-j. Grey Wagtail, 

A Grey Wagtail was seen on .several occasions m the gardens 
of the Box in February 1051. very likely the same bird each time. 

■- A note by Mntloe in this journal oil biuls nceu at Kmsii-r's Hill aayn 
dial although lit L1 in I foLimt the Nillava no\ upieomipon then? on previous 
occasions he sruv none during: a visit of nearly three weeks in March IfUiL 
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" ~ 1 - Anthus hodgsoni inopinaius (Ilart & Stciub,]. 

T rco-Piplt. 

4 or 5 TrueH'ipilfi, usually two or hinrr birds Logethm', were 
in tba grounds ol Elm Box during the whole E'oiir cIslvs of 
U i: I* ehruary BJo I visit, I lie id u n 1 ity o j a single bird glimpsed 
near hero on 1W April, IbAn, which had huen in dnuM., iv;is thus 
confirmed. 


'i25, Lanins ligninis (Brap.). Thickbillcd Shrike. 

A Thickbillcd Shrike was presenL n the gardens of I he Bex. 
arnl probably thn same individual in the adjac< nt New Clearing, 
during the period E 7 February, 1051. It was in the barred im¬ 
mature plumage, as usual in Malaya. 

E2. Aeihopyga sjttu rata wrnyi Sharpe. 

Rkickbreastcd Punbirrl. 
Very common; Aft or more, including immature birds, a few 
"J which* just fledged, wifJi conspicuous yellow go pc swellings, 
were more or less static in the shrubs. 

Males in full plumage were very scarce in 1050. Only about 
ilu'ce were seen and these fairly deep in the jungle, whereas 
turds in, the female plumage pattern we it abundant and conspi¬ 
cuous in both scrub and cleared areas. Some of these were un¬ 
doubtedly immature mates; a few were in intermediate sbd.es 
between female and male plumage, usually nt a singe a little 
nearer the former. On several occlusions 1 saw three birds, all is 
female dress with no indication of male plumage, chasing each 
other restlessly From branch to branch in trees and slmibs, 

Ji is possibk tint! there is a post-nuptial moult to an eclipse 
plumage in this bird, such as Chasen (1939: dm j proposer in 
the case of Leptawnm inffiiiarla mtcroleuat (Obrrli.) and resoti- 
vedly in Anfkrcjitca nt, malacfinnin (Scop.), Adlntpiff/n s. ni}ttt 
ntja \. Elaff!, > and AH hftpjtrju myst-ti-califi U atminrki (S* MnlL), 
My visits to hill stations have usually been in January and 
August, and in these months birds in full male dress are certainly 
more abundant and they were, by no means uncommon in 
February 105J. Clin sen suggests that "birds in 'eclipse' are 
(possibly) more recessive and l£ss bold bi their habits than when 
in full breeding plumage, 0 If this is so males in eclipse are not 
likely to indulge in courting rbases, mid I he birds that I saw 
loing so must have been juveniles reaching maturity, Clearly \t 
great preponderance of immature birds nt the time of my visi: 
was inevitable if, as Is probable, it was ncm to or at the peak of 


Mrs. 2!, Ltin^. 
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iIlc; breeding season. Nevertheless it seem a to me that the abso- 
JiHG scarcity oi males in lull tires* requires still further ex plana- 
-i:n r lout;lively J suggest l Fiat the adoption of post-nuptial 
edjpso plumage is the most reasonable one. 

■ >lo. Aradinullun-a longhostra Inngimslra (Lath,), 

1 attic Spider-J 1 unter* 
Common: between JO and 00: it is not easy to give an 
estimate of numbers, as birds, very likely the same individual 
in many eases, cotiltl be heard passing through the forest at most 
Limes of the day ami in most jungle areas uji to about the altitude 
of the Cottage, at about 1,6,CHI feet. (1 caught ami examined a 
hit: ie Spider-Homer in a lied room of Lhe Cottage in June 1038). 
One or two birds were heard in song, which suggests that breed¬ 
ing was probably taking place. 

h 17, Arachmithesa rnlsirsbi rtdni.sPi (Midi & Sddeg,). 

Longbillecl Spider-Hunter. 
The repeal Mil flight note rliiiik-chnik of a lord, not seen, 
hying to and fro above the jungle at about 3,8! W feet near the 
path to the Cottage was heard more than once during both the 
IMG and 195] visits. This call and the high-flying habits are 
typical of the aUnn species, a* I have observed at Hi Senurngkok 
Cap and Fraser's Hill, so 1 regard the identification us probable. 

-"iol. Aradinolliera. niagiuL mugnu (Jhulgs.). 

S1 i’d a bed S p i i1 u r- 31 mite]■. 
Common; JO or more, mostly in the area above Speedy's 
Cap, at about d r 7oU feel. towards the Cottage and almost to the 
top of Gunong Hi jam 

both Dicaeum sanguEnnlcnluiu tlnhchorhy iiehum Deign, 

Fi i r ob rctis ted I r l ower- ] iceker. 
Very common; at least 00, in ail areas, jungle or semi- 
cleared scrub, right up to the summit of Gunoug Hi jam where E 
saw two birds in the shrubs near the trigonometrical beacon. 
Some of the birds wen: immature, apparently recent fledglings. 

o62b. /cislcrups palpebrosil atirdventer Hume, 

Jungle White-Eye. 

Common; probably up to 00: various small hocks noted, 
usually nut more than 0-10 individuals in eadn On previous 
visits to this and other bill stations later in the year I have 
observed much larger flocks, which probably form :is (.he breed¬ 
ing season terminates. 
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BIRDS SEEN AT MAXWELL’S HILL 
569. Munia striata subsquamicollis (Baker). 

Sharptailed Munia. 

Very common; over 50. Flocks of 5-10 birds, probably 
family parties, were seen in the cleared areas around most of 
the bungalows, or in semi-cleared scrub and even along the more 
open sections of paths where there were clumps of very tall grass, 
such as on the way to the Cottage at about 4,400 feet. There was 
definite evidence of breeding. On the evening of 29 April a few 
birds flew out of a nest, probably used as a roost; this was a 
little way in the jungle at a fairly open spot well down one of 
the slopes below the Nest. 
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Summary 

Brief notes are given on the birds seen round the hill station 
at Maxwell’s Hill (alt. 3,750 to 4,000 feet), Perak, and on the 
path from it to the summit of Gunong Hijau (alt. 4,750 feet), 
during short visits in April 1950 and February 1951. The com¬ 
monest of the hill birds appeared to be Alcippe nipalensis pera- 
censis Sharpe (Checklist No. 406), and after it four species, 

Stachyris chrysaea chrysops Richm. (No. 397). 

Aethopyga saturata wrayi Sharpe. (No. 542). 

Dicaeum sanguinolentum dolichorhynchum Deign. 

(No. 553). 
(No. 569). 

(No. 343). 
(No. 348). 
(No. 405). 


Munia striata subsquamicollis (Baker). 
No examples were seen of, 

Pericrocotus Solaris montanus Salvad. 
Dicrurus aeneus malayensis (Blyth). 
Alcippe castaneiceps soror (Sharpe). 


Mus. 24, 1952. 
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Copsychits suidariu vitimcux (Raffl,), 

■■ lik'li ?ire usually accounted among the commoner species at or 
llLlf11 ' ^ |f ‘ l - Wl ' > stfitiims in the main rangin'' Orfahtx nrnettUis 
awtayanVH Roll. £ Kloss (No. 36-1) amt GVwuetiio nmmr.huUm- 
*M**m™*'» (ShnrjK!) (No. 336) wore not seen. Imt each was 

jjl ooa jl.i lioaj i] on one occasion. HoUrapka^ut •piramdex nryuyi 
(U.-Gi'.-im) (No, 112) was only rlouhlfully remembered. 


Postscript 

Two morn visits have aintk? been made tp Jtfax well's Hilt 
January ami end of April, 1!)fj2, he. more of loss coincid- 
mg with the seasonal periods of thn earlier visits, and my previ- 
'Us obset vat ions have been furl her eon firmed. On these occasions 
1 saw stivtff a I members of the following species only doubtfully 
nwcltth or listed above as not seen or scarce. 

235. CoUocaliti rwufcnta. In April, ■•>-to a 1 wavs about on 
lower slopes of hill a Lai ion, e. ;j T 2flO feet* 

2cS. Bitcems rhinot'-rt tw. 2 at H,2tk) feet and heard on New 
Clearing ridge slopes, 

3$P- Corticinti nomdt.fiilumliar. Top ami slopes of G. IIijau h 
• "Ango road, Nest and Spoedyhs probably the same individuals 
in some cases: usually in pairs. 

343, Pfiricrnr.nt.-nti wlni-ix. Cottage road; heard at top of C. 
Hi jan. 

Dte-mrua ffofnw. 2 al Nest; always present at c. B,2(lu 

foot. 

Oriohf^ t'ftn itfitN. Nih seen bill definitely beard more 

1 ban once, c. 3,fti)b feet, 

Punrpijtja ptmittri. Slopes of G + Hfjau ami 2 definitely 
seen as low as 2 T 8W> and 2,351} feet. 

4fm H Gnyyuhi.v cfytinorrphahis. Slopes of C. llijan, at least 

2 places. 

JOX PtcrtitfUuii n'ythmptvnts. JO; several places on G. 
Hrjau slopes and Cottage road, 

■ liuee of these MstKs (Non. 343 r 4h5 and 4."d)>, mother 

w'th t;f»J-jiJ7F?fu rmrrtrhafhiiHliitf-. Itiritit-HHirt {SJltll'flo} :mrl i{cln DphiiKut picn- 

oikes wmjfi (Q.-Grant), were *$an nr Lnken by Butler oil thy I.Eirut Hihs 
in March fltnd April .IgOfi il^nrn. StmUx Br. rtoj/. A wifi Sort, June 
I SUM; IMI'O. bllf thcil r^aiivu scarcity julV'ii i I- inomlcv-O ■'iii-ci'viitinnn 
:r interesting. Wray (Ijl Sharpe, J'fnr. Sue. Lowi., I3K7: 434J i'GCfird-i 

Orfohts cm cut an. 

Itahsmi-Hiil). 
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412. »».' “* for No - ,lu;! iml imly 
Above 4 t 20(> feet. . 

431 p0tuBMtltts »oi«vi< r. Common all uver the deoi-ed ati* 

.188. ayfam* Coltngc road up j" 

4,500 feel; common al 8300 tret am! Below: usually » !»• » 

5(18. Ateimpo Jiiefumih--.™. 4-1(1, l"^2-'^' j'e 

Hijnu stones. On 20 January a l>«>r »“ sl ' c ” . „r, r „K 

the brown rum mass of a small 'f'" ^'“'""r ( 'bv llie Cottage 
, 1 , 0 V,. the ground by si!*>»• runners from a Hot »> *• 

read at -1,2110 feel: the hen was carrying merits ••> ' 

St^TAtVi^'SSt 

Office; heard in April. 

540 Acthvma saturate. Males in full plumage ^ »° l 
appear to be unduly scarce in April IteS. 

,47 4 r„ c (,notin'>•« roiiwta. Fairly common at -■. .. l et. 
presence at 8,80(1 fed, ns noted above probaUy curve 

No ovamnles of No. 150, Cvpxy r.hu$ muila >r*. v.ue ^ 
npv the main hill One was soon at e- AW» 

teeU Tea Gardens cJ^Ariug. t 

The CcilloTiv111f new species wmv seen i" llL ' lll,ni 

t**4b #«#’ Bw 

Hii %. frMb tougMI* (Clyth). Fair Below 

Ne " iir Ap«a parlUB* #> «"*“* the C«. 211 April 

26(5. Ntfd.ioni.Ht Umir-lH (Tiimm.). "> "' 

Speedy’s, ridge «W Of New Cleanup, ami a . ■ 

279 . . . . bhovm* thm, 1 at 3,00.0 tel. - at 4.00(1 

New Clearing slopes- 

3&. tfmtcfcf# (t ' yUl10, ' ' " 

Cfcafing NW rklur, “1,70° 

315. myihiyimnx >- rnhiftiwm* (Swains.)* 

S,,C 1£'Macrmms tf. *** (*>■£)• Common throughout 

4eaued area; s&fg up to 4,1)00 feet dX u . 

420* Inw-fi furll" ^ y f' ^ 1 tXJ1 

^needv's; fairly common below 3.20U tcet. 


Mus. S-tj uir^. 
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438 i : Crmitffr nt: km revs snbsp, a, New Cl cm ring: NW ridge 
iiinl near Speedy’*; coinmon lower, 

477. Sr>wtras atstunici'p* hut ten (HarU. tit, Go Rage road 
am! fj, ilijau slupes. 

186, Rhlpiduru fi r {Wi-lulu S, Mull, 1, \c*w Clearing NW 
ridge, 3,71m E'cnL 

522, A tifh us lioritr.'iwfonidhu' amhi/fritsix Eyloin ■> ■ ; Dnx, 
tint, and lower. 

At n bo tit 3,200 feat on tine edge of the cleared area scarcely 
any of the higher mountain types are seen. Thu i'ultowiug arc a 
tew uf Uu* more interesting speciejs uncoiliRcrod in this vicinity: 
163, Trpran r, nirrmmfrit (Gna?l.) (ami almost certainly 1 
Sphenurus s, svimmidi (RoLl)> No. 160); 196, SumiculHs luyu- 
bris subsp,; 201, Rhiimrtha ehlorojihaim (Raffles} ; 202, Zaticfo- 
Ht-rtmux janauirux pa Uidus Rob. i. KEoss; 203, lilwwpiincoccyic 
C ii r U* ri/Stris rrytkropnu t h n s B jj,; 283, Jf ctjn la chryn o poyo w 

Iveta (R < 4j. vc. KIoss) l 238, M Ji Jit in iJcit {Temnl . ) : 289, M . 
ft us t m I is (l u t m 11 a i i i ( Less.) ; (th cse 1 h l 'tr s [ jee i es, i is wel 1 a s 
Nos. 2S7 and 291, were all seen in om Frutting tree); 305, 
Diiwphtm MiffUisii prninstdarr (Hesse); 321,Sn'r7oj?/orjf htncittts 
ndksrhtidi Hart, vc Bnllr,; 321, Cm-ytftin w. xunmtntmix i KaEIL) ; 
383, Teplmvlontis fjuhris subsp,; 838, ('ami urn thubnnhi subsp: 
864, Sxltti frontalis mfnmtfar HarL; 380, ramaftH-hiii.tut nuvi- 
tamts oceidevtuHs Rob, vc Kloss; 180, Mnxriatpt\ thuhsssmi 
fhuhissoidfx (Cali.) ; 402, 4f. a, xilnrirtt Gmel. 
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